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VoL. X. 


Docking. 


We do not propose here to discuss the question of 
the cruelty of docking. That some horses are docked 
simply to alter their appearance is undeniable. That 
many are docked with an honest belief that the opera- 
tion renders them safer to use is equally certain. Not 
long ago there was a sale at Hampton Court and the 
Queen’s yearlings were docked. Mr. Burdett Coutts, 
whose wife takes a prominent position at the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty.to animals, has an 
annual sale and his horses have surprisingly short 
tails. Nearly every hunter in the country is docked. 
Judges, statesmen, and bishops drive docked horses. 
If it be true that the receiver is as bad as the thief, 
it does seem hard that the public generally should 
patronise docking whilst the man who docks should 
be liable to be sent to prison. 


On page 723 we reproduce a placard of the 
R.8.P.C.A., threatening action against any person 
who cuts off or causes to be cut off a portion of the 
tail of any horse ‘“ for the mistaken object of improv- 
ing its appearance.” The wording of this notice 
is clever. It evades the most important point by 
specifying the object which is actionable. Very few 
men will allow that they have horses docked simply 
+o ‘improve their appearance.’ The excuse or 
motive for docking may have to be proven in a court 
of law and this is just what most people have no 
desire to do. If convictions for docking are obtained 
all over the country, the time will soon arrive when 
the mere fact of the operation having been performed 
-will render useless a plea that it was for the benefit 
.of the animal or for the safety of the owner. That 
the Society has its eye on the Veterinary Surgeon is 
shown by the sentence—‘ All persons found guilty, 
whether Veterinary Surgeons or not, are liable to a fine 
of £5, etc.” This is of course literally true, but why 
specially name Veterinary Surgeons unless with a view 
to intimidate them ? 


The Halifax case was not taken to the Court of 
Appeal because the Society astutely thought they 
might find a better case. They are doubtless on the 
look out for a case where every detail will be in their 
favour, and once a case is decided in the High Court 


conviction before a magistrate will be easy. If horse- 
owners and veterinary surgeons really believe they 
can justify the operation they should not yield every 
advantage to the R.S.P.C.A. 

There is a balance in hand of the Halifax Fund, 
and this should be at once augmented, so that a fair 
trial may be ensured when an appeal is made to the 
High Court. There is danger in delay, and prepara- 
tion for fighting the matter out should be at once 
undertaken. 

To sit still and do nothing whilst a strong and 
vigilant Society is adopting every means of encom- 
passing the sure conviction of veterinary surgeons, is 
folly. Hither we must allow that docking is cruelty 
and refuse to do it, or we must obtain an authorita- 
tive decision that the operation, when properly per- 
formed, is right and justifiable. A conviction before 
some magistrates is easily obtained, any person may 
set the law in motion, and then funds and evidence 
is all that is wanted to settle the question by an 
appeal. 

Until the High Court has spoken it may be well 
for practitioners to require some reason for the opera- 
tion from any client sending a horse to be docked. A. 
message--or better still a letter—to the effect that 
the horse sent to be docked is required for purposes 
where a long tail would be dangerous or objection- 
able, would protect the operator from the charge of 
‘‘ mutilating animals for purposes of fashion.” We 
do not desire to argue in favour of committing 
cruelty, but we maintain that the question of 
“eruelty”’ shall be properly argued, and that an 
operation so universally practised as docking shall 
not be made “ cruelty ’’ by a catch decision. 


Tue Verertinary ConreRENCE. 


This conference is being arranged by eminent veteri- 
narians and is likely to affect considerably our posi- | 
tion as sanitary authorities—at least in Ireland. It 
is so timed that its conclusion is just the day before 
the celebrated Dublin Horse Show. Any veterinary 
surgeon therefore who cares to combine science and 
pleasure will have a first-class opportunity in August 
of taking part in the conference and afterwards 
attending the grandest horse-show on earth. 
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LARGE SUBCUTANEOUS SALINE INJEC- 
TIONS IN VETERINARY MEDICINE 
(WASHING THE BLOOD.) 

By M. R. Bissaver, of Orleans, Corresponding 


Member of the Central Veterinary Medical Society 
of France. 


Washing the blood, if the expression may be used, 
by subcutaneous saline injection, is in human medi- 
cine a therapeutic method of procedure of recognised 
success. 

In veterinary medicine, although it has been prac- 
ticed in some of our schools, it has hardly extended 
beyond the experimental stage, and it is to bring to 
the notice of practitioners this valuable agent that I 
feel myself justified in publishing my past two years 
experience of it. 

The only other publication on the matter is one by 
M. Bimes, of the Toulouse Veterinary School, and as 
the author has entered very fully into the physiology 
of the matter I shall confine myself to the practical 
details of the subject as has occurred in my prac- 
tice. 

My attention was first directed to this subject at 
the end of the year 1895, by the recovery of a child 
who was in an almost moribund condition, who was 
treated by the injection of what was then known as 
artificial serum, and | determined to apply it in cer- 
tain cases of animals in evtremis. 

My first experiments, which were made in cases of 
parturient apoplexy and in certain adynamic forms 
of canine distemper, were not very successful as I 
only had a Dieulafoy’s apparatus and did not inject a 
sufficiently large quantity of fluid, which experience 
has shown me can be pushed without danger to 8, 4, 
and 5 litres of saline solution in the larger animals, 
and 3 to 1 litre in the dog. 

I also experimented with intervenous injection, 
but although it is much more rapid in its action and 
much more powerful in its effects than the subcu- 
taneous, can only be employed in very exceptional 
circumstances, as strict antiseptic precautions have 
to be taken which are difficult to carry out ina stable, 
and the technique being somewhat complicated is apt 
to alarm the owner, whereas with the subcutaneous 
method, even if an accident does take place, an 
abscess is the worst result. 

The effects and reaction are the same from both 
plans except that they are somewhat slower by the 
subcutaneous, but they appear to last longer. 

In veterinary practice it is necessary to have 
apparatus as simple and portable as possible, and at 
first I tried the double tubed bottle used in human 
medicine ‘ Mariotte’s apparatus.” A glass flask 
with a stop-cock, such as is used in chemists’ shops 
to hold alcohol and tincture, and the ordinary syphon 
apparatus for washing the hands, with a swan’s neck 
stop-cock, but the first was too fragile and the alture 
being opaque the rate at which the fluid flowed away 


could not be seen. 


For a year I used an Esmarch’s douch of 3 litres 
capacity made out of enamelled iron, fitted with a 


by which it could be lifted up, and a loop by which it 
could be hung on toa wall, but I generally made a 
man hold iton his head while the injection was being 


the discharge pipe I fitted a small metal stop-cock to 
regulate the flow at will, and to this was fitted an 
india-rubber tube 14 metres (about 5 feet) in length. 
The outer end of the tube was fitted with a Dieula- 


and a small one for dogs. , 

I generally, however, use a Weber’s syphon on 
account of its great simplicity and being easily carried 
in the pocket. It can be easily cleaned and used 
with any vessel, such as a bucket or milk pan to hold 
the injection in. The bulb at the end of the tube is 
removed and a Dieulafoy needle fitted in its 
place. 

I prefer to make the injection just behind the 
point of the shoulder, and find that with the large 
needle and the stop-cock fully open 3 litres of fluid 


will be absorbed in about 10 to 12 minutes, the: 


vessel containing the fluid being held about 5 feet 
high. With a longer tube and increased pressure 
the existence of connective tissue is more easily over- 
come and the fluid more quickly absorbed, but I have 
never found it necessary to raise the vessel more than 
2 metres (64 feet.) 

A large cedematous swelling is formed, but it 
usually disappears in 40 to 50 minutes, and if not a 
little gentle friction will always disperse it. If this. 
swelling, however, only disappears very slowly or not 
at all, it indicates that the arterial pressure is very 
low, and in these cases the intra-venous injection is 
indicated. 

In using large saline injections care should be 
taken that the liquid, the vessel, tube and needle are 
antiseptic, also that the skin is thoroughly washed 
with some antiseptic fluid, and that the puncture is 
sealed up ‘with iodoform collodion. In urgent cases 
I have, however, dispensed with these precautions, 
but I always endeavour to carry them out as nearly 
as possible. If the state of collapse is very great, 
and the temperature subnormal, | place bags of hot 
sand over the swelling made by the injection, re- 
newing them from time to time until they disappear, 
so as to prevent the part getting cold too quickly. 

In human medicine a large number of different 
fluids (immunised artificial serum) have been used, the 
experimentors endeavouring to obtain a solution con- 
taining the normal salts of the blood, but in practice 
it has been proved that a solution of sodium chloride 
is the best. 


I, at first, with dogs, used Cheron’s solution : 


Pure carbolic acid 1 gramme 
Chloride of sodium 2 = 
Sulphate of sodium 8 mR 
Phosphate of sodium 4 “ 
Distilled water 100 Be 


This solution is recommended for human beings, 
especially for cases of collapse after severe operations, 
but it is too expensive to use in the large quantities 
required for animals, and in large doses is sometimes 
dangerous. 


thermometer and a water guage glass, also a handle: 


given, and I found this was quite high enough. On 


foy’s needle, a large one for cattle, medium for horses, . 
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Hayrem’s serum : 


Chloride of sodium 5 grammes 
Sulphate of sodium 10 - 
Distilled water 1 litre 


is recommended in certain cases where a constipating 
effect on the bowels is desired. 
The simple saline solution, 8 grammes of chloride 


of sodium to 1 litre of water is, however, the injection 


I now employ, using the pure salt, 24 grammes to 3 
litres of water, keeping the solution in glass bottles 
with wide mouths, sealed up with parafine. 

1 use clean boiled water, which is filtered through a 
plug of cotton wool placed in a flannel that has been 
previously boiled. 

The water should be boiled for 10 or 15 minutes, 
and two teaspoonfuls of salt added to each litre. It 
has been calculated that a teaspoonful of fine salt 
pressed down will contain 7 grammes, and two tea- 
spoonfuls if not pressed down 9 grammes, and this is 
worth remembering in urgent cases in the country 
where the solution has to be made with such materials 
as are at hand. It should not be stronger than 10 
grammes to the litre. 

For experimental purposes in a healthy subject 
the temperature of the injection is of little impor- 
tance, but in a patient it should bea little more than 
that of the body. I use an injection at 42° cente- 
grade (107'6 F), at the commencement lowering it 
by degrees to 38 centegrade (100-4 F) at the termina- 
tion of the operation. If required the fluid can be 
maintained at an equal temperature by a small spirit 
lamp under the vessel, but I have in practice never 
found it necessary to do so. 

The quantity of fluid injected varies according to 
the nature of the case, but large quantities at fre- 
quent intervals can be used without fear if the prac- 
titioner can remain in attendance on the patient. At 
first my results were not very successful as I was 
afraid to use more than small quantities, 50 to 200 
grammes for the dog, and 500 to 1000 for the larger 
animals. Since I have often used a litre in a dog 
and 8 to 5 litres in horses and bovines, repeating the 
same quantity in the dog not only without accident 
but with good effects, and in two cases of parturient 
fever in medium sized cows I injected 25 litres of 
saline fluid in three days with good results. 

The injection is indicated in vascular over tension, 
anemia, hemorrhage, surgical fever, and blood 
poisoning, and in veterinary practice it is particu- 
larly valuable in parturient apoplexy, canine dis- 
temper, epistaxis and uterine hemorrhage, typhoid 
fever, septicemia, and paralysis. 

It is contra-indicated in disease of the kidneys and 
certain cardiac affections, but even then it applies 
more to the intra-venous than the subcutaneous 
methods. 

The following are some typical cases that have 
occurred in my practice. 


H2MORRHAGE. 


aGs Epistaxis, February, 1896. A cab horse that 
had been bleeding from the nose since the day be- 
fore from an unknown cause. No injury to be seen 
on examining the face. Blood flowing continually 
from the right nostril, and a clot the thickness of a 


straw hanging from it, but the patient showed uo 
signs of exhaustion. Injection of a solution of 
perchloride of iron locally, subeutaneous injection of 
ergotine, cold water, insufflation of tannic acid, 
plugging, and all the usual means were had recourse 
to, but unsuccessfully, the flow of blood ceasing for 
a short time and then coming on as bad as ever. | 
proposed the plugging of both nostrils, with 
tracheotomy, but the owner not consenting I deter- 
mined to try the saline injection, and administered 
3 litres behind the right elbow. One hour after- 
wards the cdema disappeared and the bleeding 
ceased. The epistaxis again appeared in the even- 
ing, when a second injection was given with com- 
plete success. The animal returned to his work in 
four days. 


(}) Hemorrhage after castration. May, 1896. 
Operation on May 24th, the clams removed May 81st. 
Considerable hwmorrhage, cold douche, injection of 
perchloride of iron, and plugging the canal unsue- 
cessful. Before operating and putting on a ligature 
3 litres of saline injection given ; an hour after bleed- 
ing stopped. 


(c) Post partum hemorrhage, September 1897. 
Called to a case of parturition in a young cow that 
an empiric had for several hours been endeavouring 
to deliver without success. The presentation was a 
lateral displacement of the head which was bent a 
long way round to the side, and one fore leg bent at 
the knee. On examination I found my arm covered 
with blood, but delivery was early accomplished with 
the aid of cords, but the hemorrhage became very 
severe, a stream of blood coming from the vulva. 

Not having any perchloride of iron at hand, | 
washed the uterus out with a sponge and solution of 
lysol. In the evening | found the patient down, 
breathing hurried and laboured, mucous membranes 
blanched, and extremities cold. There was not much © 
external hemcrrhage, but on examination the uterus 
was found to be full of blood, and I suspected a 
wound or rent of the organ caused by the efforts to 
deliver made before my arrival. I gave a saline injec- 
tion of four litres behind the right elbow, and cold 
applications to the loins. IJ waited for an hour ex- 
pecting the patient to die every instant, but the effect 
of the injection was most marked, and before leav- 
ing I gave a second of two litres on the opposite 
side. 

I saw the patient the next morning ; she could only 
get up with difficulty, was very weak, and the 
mucous membranes pale and blanched, but she had 
drunk several litres of gruel. J gave a third injec- 
tion of three litres, and ordered iron and vegetable 
tonics. The case made an uneventful recovery. The 
foetal membranes came away the third day, and the 
yield of milk was very little diminished in quantity. 

In the case of another cow that had been de- 
livered with great force by the neighbour of the 
owner, and in which I| diagnosed rupture of the 
uterus, the injection was unsuccessful. There was 
very great hemorrhage, and on post-mortem exam- 
ination it was found that although the rupture was 
not very extensive the animal had died from acute 


peritonitis. 
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TETANUS. 


Oct. 1897. A two-year-old foal recently purchased, 
all the classical symptoms of tetanus. The patient 
had been docked a short time before and the wound 
had not cicatrised. There was also a deep cut on 
the off hind pastern. I attributed the seat of infec- 
tion to the wound on the tail, and re-amputated 12 
centimetres (5 inches) intentionally allowing about 
3 litres of blood to escape. I also curetted the 

‘wound on the pastern, and disinfected it with a 
solution of permanganate of potash, and ordered 
enemas of chloral hydrate. The next day the symp- 
toms being very much increased I gave an injection 
of three litres of saline solution, repeated daily for 
five days. On the second day the muscular rigidity 
was diminished and the patient, who had only been 
able to suck a little fluid, was able to eat some hay 
and oats. On the sixth, seventh, and eighth days 
the injection was reduced to two litres, and on the 
fifteenth the patient was well. 

I do not contend that the transfusion of the saline 
fluid of itself will cure tetanus, and in this case I 
attach great importance to the re-amputation of the 
tail which I looked on as being the seat of infection, 
but I quote this case to show that one should try 
everything in our power even in cases that are con- 
sidered incurable, and that saline injections in large 
doses, and persevered in are a valuable agent in 
tetanus. 

December, 1897. In another horse, 8 years old, 
attacked with tetanus after a severe wound in the 
foot, I gave the injections up to 4 litres without 
result, the patient dying next morning. But this 
case had been going on for some time and I think I 
was called in too late, 


APOPLEXY. 


Parturient apoplexy is very prevalent in the 
neighbourhood of Orleans, where it causes consider- 
able mortality, and in my practice although I have 
employed a number of different plans I have only 
been rewarded with moderate success. Although 
the infectious agent has not yet been isolated there 
is no doubt that parturient apoplexy is due to a true 
toxine; the coma, profound stupor, and cessation 
of most of the functions of the body are sufficient 
proofs. 

Since 10th Feb. 1898, I have iis the saline in- 
jection in large doses in 16 cases of parturient apop- 
lexy, with success in 11. Im one case that died the 
patient recovered consciousness, stood up after several 
attempts, and defecation and micturition became 
normal, with return of appetite, but the animal died 
on the 11th day from acute nephritis onpennning on 
the primary attack. 

The treatment was the same in the 16 cases 
treated. I first of all bled the animal, removing 8 to 
G6 litres of blood according to the size and condition 
of the patient, which was followed by a subcu- 
taneous injection of from 8 to 5 litres of saline solu- 
tion. Thisin several cases was repeated in the even- 
ing by myself if I was able to see the case, if not by 
the owner if he was sufficiently intelligent to repeat 
what he had seen me doing in the morning, and this 


five daysrunning if necessary. About half an hour after 
the injection the cow commences to move about and 
seems to rouse herself out of the state of stupor, the 
skin and mouth becoming moist, and generally a 
large quantity of urine is passed which I look on as. 
a most favourable sympton. 

The state of things that has been described by 
Dr. Lizars can be well applied to parturient apoplexy. 
‘The saline solution cannot be regarded as an agent 
which given once will do its work, butit is a valuable 
auxiliary in the struggle of the system against the 
toxine ; but in certain cases there is a limit to the 
degree of intoxication within which recovery is 
possible. 

The veterinary practitioner is frequently placed 
under great disadvantages in obtaining the full 
benefits of this method, being generally called in too 
late, and seldom being able to remain with the 
patient long enough to carry out the treatment per- 
sistently, but nevertheless 1 am convinced that trans- 
fusion is of the greatest value in the treatment of 
parturient apoplexy. 

Of course other lines of treatment should not be 
neglected, especially those that have before proved 
successful, for in combatting such a dangerous disease 
one cannot be too well armed. 

In every case I irrigate theruterus with some dis- 
infectant, and I have abandoned fluid medicines on 
account of the danger there is of their passing down 
the trachea, and furthermore the certainty that. 
they are, useless in an inert rumen, gorged with food. 


Inrectious Pneumonia (INFLUENZA). 


In February, 1897, I treated successfully three 
cases of infectious pneumonia ‘‘which was very 
prevalent about Orleans” with saline injection com- 
bined with sinapism, diffusable stimulants and anti- 
septic enemas. These three cases, however, are no 
proof, as the mortality in this disease is not more than 
10 or 15 per cent, and they were attacked at the 
termination of the epidemic, when cases usually are 
not nearly so severe as the commencement. Still, 
however, the symptoms presented were sufficiently 
severe to cause some anxiety. 


CantnE DistEMPER. 


Canine distemper, ‘‘ which is undoubtedly caused 
by a toxine although the specific organism has not 
yet been isolated,” appears to be a disease in which 
the saline injection is specially indicated. 

The experiments 1 have made on it are much the 
most satisfactory of the series as the patients were all 
in my infirmary, and I was enabled to supervise the 
treatment myself regularly. Six bad cases were 
experimented on, all puppies. Four were of the 
thoracic and two of the abdominal thoracic type. I 
had three successful results which I look on as 
resurrections, two in the first and one in the second 
series. 

With three patients which were of medium size and 
in which no other treatment was employed, I injected 
800 to 1200 grammes of an 8 per cent. saline 
solution two and even three times a day. There was 


procedure was continued two, three, four, and even 


decrease in the muscular spasms, and profuse diuresis, 
whivh was always followed by general improvement 
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of greater or lesser duration. The animal recovered 
from the state of collapse, the mouth and nose moist 
and cool, the eyes lost their brilliant glassy look, and 
the respirations were performed without difficulty. 
‘The injections were continued for several days vary- 
ing in quantity according to the case; but in one 13 


I think that there is sufficient data to go on to show 
that transfusion of saline fluid is a valuable adjunct 
in the treatment of canine distemper, as it rapidly 
increases the vascular tension and assists in the 
elimination of the toxic material in the blood. 

In addition to the utility of this method and the 
minimum of danger, | would point out how early it can 
be applied, the material being at hand everywhere, 
and its very small cost, also that it is a means that 
can be readily used in every-day practice and not 
merely as a laboratory experiment. 


Translated from Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire, 
of 15th April and 15th May, 1897, by Joshua A. 
Nunn, F.R.C.V.S., C.i.E., D.S.0., Vet.-Major, 
A.V.D. 

May 28th, 1898. 


TETANUS IN THE COW FOLLOWING ON 
CALVING.” 
By Henry B. Eve, M.R.C.V.S., Caistor. 


Subject—A Lincoln Red Shorthorn, three years 
old. 

History.—Sometime ago | received a message to 
visit a cow at a farm which, according to the owner’s 
statement, seemed very stiff, or to use his own words 
stood “ all in a piece, with its nose poked out.”” He 
thought it had caught cold after calving. 

On my arrival at the place I learnt that she had 
calved a dead calf a few days before, and had not 
cleaned properly, and as a result of this there was a 
leucorrheal discharge issuing from the vagina. 

Symptoms.—Animal had an anxious distressed 
countenance, frequently grated its teeth, stood with 
its legs propped widely apart, head raised, neck 
stretched out, nose protruded, nostrils dilated, tail 
elevated, stiff gait, turning only being accomplished 
with great difficulty. On examination I found the 
jaws partly locked, superficial muscles of the neck 
and loins very rigid, on elevation of the head the 
membrana nictitans protruded over the eye, and 
bowels constipated. The usual nervous excitement 
on approaching the animal was not so well marked 
as in the horse, neither did the least noise bring on 
terrible paroxysms. The appetite had been little 
affected up to the time of my first visit. Pulse quick, 
wiry, temp. 103° 

T'reatment.—Had animal removed into a dark 
loose-box, plugged the ears with cotton wool, enforced 
-quietness and seclusion. Ordered a fresh sheep skin 
to be put on loins, diet restricted to gruel and sloppy 
mashes. Gave internally a pound of mag. sulph. in 
the form of a drench, followed by 3ii of prussic acid 
in gruel twice daily. Syringed out the uterus with 
.& warm solution of boracic acid (1-25 grs.) 

Two days afterwards I again visited the cow, 


found her down, unable to raise, respirations very 
hurried, and she died the same night, as I fully 
expected. 

_ Remarks.—My not having seen a case of tetanus 
in a cow before has led me to record this one, think- 


| ing it might be of interest to fellow practitioners. I 


asked my client whether he had ever lost a horse with 
tetanus? He said no! He did not remember ever 
having had one on his farm. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Vomition 1n tHe Horse.—By Veterinary Surgeon 
of Munich. 


That spontaneous vomition in the horse is not 
always as is frequently supposed, the result of rupture 
of the stomach the following case will show. I was 
called to a horse which was reported to have got 
loose in the night and eaten to the full, and was 
showing appearances of colic. 1 examined the 
horse and found the intestine choked full of food. 
Whilst conducting the examination I suddenly heard 
the characteristic vomition noise and going nearer 
saw that the horse voided about a litre anda half of 
shiny fluid from the mouth and nose. The animal 
had gorged himself with dry food and vomited the 
same back again owing to the packed state of the 
stomach and intestines. Vomition continued during 
the day. Colic ceased in a day after evacuation of 
the bowel by means of clysters. Fourteen days later 
the horse died of pneumonia, due to a foreign body. 


Protapse oF THE Vacina.—By Veterinary Surgeon 
Dratte, of Helmstedt. 


I have seldom had such an opportunity of study- 
ing the cause of prolapse of the vagina as I had this 
spring. I was called to a cow which was reported 
to have cast her womb, although she was eight days 
off calving and nothing could be seen of the calf. | 
found on my arrival the vagina everted and the 
mouth of the womb visible. I pushed back the 
prolapse, and in doing so felt the leg of the calf in 
the pelvic cavity, just above the mouth of the womb. 
I now cautiously pressed back the wall of the vagina 
against the leg of the calf and the latter suddenly 
drew himself back. I put a bandage on the cow, 
which was taken off in a few days when she ceased 
straining. The cow calved eight days later, and has 
not again everted the vagina. 

Some days after this case I was called to a cow be- 
cause she was straining and anxious to calve, but 
the calf:could not be reached with the hand. I 
found the animal straining violently, but the os 
uteri closed, and above the same I could plainly feel 
the calf which, on gentle pressure, disappeared. The 
straining then ceased and the cow calved normally 
14 days later. This cow was close at hand and my 
attention was opportunely called to her, otherwise I 
feel confident that the irritation set up at the mouth 
of the womb by the extended leg pressing on it would 
have been followed by a prolapse of the vagina.— 
Berliner Thierarzt Woch. 


G. M. 
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CONGRESS OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH. 
18TH TO 23RD AuGUsT, 1898. 


Dublin, 8th June, 1898. 


A Conference of Veterinarians will be held in connec- 
tion with the above Congress, at 10 a.m., on Friday, the 
19th August, 1898, in the Examination Hall of Trinity 
College, Dublin. 


Patron. 
Rt. Hon. Viscount Powerscourt, K.P., L.D. 


President. 


M. Heptey, Esq., F.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary Inspec- 
tor, Irish Privy Council. 


Vice-Presidents. 


Go ag Board of Agricul 

. C. CopE, ., C.V.O., Board o iculture 
J. FREEMAN, Ee , F.R.C.V.S. 

T. D. Des. F.R.C.V.S. 

W. Esq, J.P., F.R.C.V.S. 

J. PENBERTHY, Esq., President, R.C.V.S. 


Executive Committee. 


C. ALLEN, Esq., F.R.C.V.S. 
J. Bett, Esq., F.R.C.V.S. 
J. R. U. Dewar, Esq., F.R.C.V.S. 
W. Huntine, Esq., F.R.C.V. 
R.C.V. 


M. Murpny, Esq., M.R.C.V. 
G. Newsom, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 
T. REILLY, Esq., M.R.C.VS._ - 
J.J. Ross, Esq., M.R.C.VS. 

E. C. Winter, Esq., F.R.C.V.S. 


Subject for Discussion : 


“ TUBERCULOSIS” 
In RELATION to PusLic HEALTH. 


Having regard to the far-reaching character of this 
subject, a series of papers bearing thereon will be brought 
forward for consideration. 

It is hoped to obtain the co-operation of all important 
bodies, societies and associations connected with the 
breeding, rearing and general treatment of animals sus- 
ceptible to the disease, as well as of those especially 
interested in the production of food, such as meat, 
milk, etc. 

It has been decided, in connection with the Congress, 
to hold in all, four sections and four conferences. There 
will also be a hygienic and bacteriological exhibition, 
held in the Royal University Buildings, from August 
18th to 27th. Besides the foregoing, a ball, given by the 
Lord Mayor, a banquet, at which the Lord Lieutenant 
will be present, various dramatic and musical entertain- 
ments and garden parties, also permission to visit places 
of interest in and around the city of Dublin, will consti- 
tute some of the hospitalities to be shown under the 
auspices of the Congress. 

The Congress ceases on the opening day of the horse 
show, thus affording an opportunity of attending two 
important functions within a few days, and during one 
visit to the capital. 

The minimum subscription for membership is 10s. 6d., 
payable to the City Treasurer, and it is anticipated a 
generous response from all those interested in the impor- 
tant work of the Conference will be obtained. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 


Dear Sir, 

Will you kindly publish the enclosed list of donations 
and subscriptions received since the last announcement. 
I should feel obliged to members of the profession if 
they would kindly forward me the amount they desire 
to subscribe, as postage is a very heavy item, and we 
desire to keep the expenses as low as possible.—Yours 
faithfully, 

W. F. Barrert, 
Hon. Sec. and Tfeasurer. 

40, Lewisham High Road, 

New Cross, 8.E. 
8th June, 1898. 

P.S.—A sum of £5 5s. Os. was in error credited to A, 
& R.C. Tennant, it ought to have been Allnutt and 
Tennant. 

Amount of Donations and Subscriptions previously 
published £520 3s. 6d. 


Donations. Life Mem- Subscrip- 
bership. tions. 
£s d £s. d. £s. d. 
Jarvis, F. 1010 0 1010 0 
Hunting, C. 010 6 
Whyte, Jas. M. 010 6 
Ridler, F. H. 1010 0 
Perryman, W. 
Overed, J. D. 010 6 
Smith, T. E. 010 6 010 6 
Cureton, W. 1 1 0 
Pottie, J. D. 010 6 
Webb, W. H. “1 010 6 
Farrow, A. H. 5 5 0 
Murphy, M. 010 6 
Onless, A. J. 1 10 
Penhale, R. E. L. Se 
Hartley, C. 1010 O 
Hibbard, T. 110 
Hammond, J., Sen. 1 1 0 
Beckett, A. J. 010 6 
Gibbings, F. H. 1010 0 
Hurrell, C. H. & W. A. Se 
Rogerson, 110 
Balls, Geo. 
Sheriff, W. 010 6 
Catmull, E. J. 010 6 
Pallin, J. C. 010 6 
Darby, John = | 
Beart, W. J. 110 010 6 
Gorton, Chas. 110 010 6 
42 0 12 12 


Total to date: £597 17 6 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


THE May EXAMINATIONS IN SCOTLAND. 
To the Editor of the Veterinary Record. 
Dear Sir, 
Class B. 
Mr. W.G. Burndred, New College, obtained 1st honours 


This has been omitted in last week’s issue of Zhe 
Record, and I shall be obliged by your kindly making 


A programme, with card of membership and full de- | good the omission in this week’s issue.— Yours faithfully, 
tails, will be issued hereafter to subscribers. 
The Hon. Secretaries are C. Clayton, Vety.-Lt.-Col., 


R. RUTHERFORD, 


Edinburgh, Secy. to the Board of Examiners. 


June 6th, 1898. 
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THANKS TO ELECTORS R.C.V.S. 


Dear Sir, 


Will you kindly, through the medium of The 


COMPENSATION AND TUBERCULOSIS. 


At a meeting of the Council of the Central and Associ- 
ated Chambers of Agriculture held at the rooms of the 


Record, allow me to convey my sincere thanks to those | Society of Arts, John Street, Adelphi, 


members of the R.C.V.S. who so generously recorded 


Mr. St. Joun Ackers (Gloucester) moved the adop- 


their votes in my favour in the recent election. It | tion of the report of the Cattle Diseases Committee deal- 
will be a continued pleasure and duty to prove myself | ing with tae report of the Royal Commission on Tuber- 


worthy of such confidence and support.—Yours faith- 


fully, 
Leeds, 6th June. 


A. W. Mason. 


To the Fellows and Members of 


The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


GENTLEMEN, 


culosis. The committee were of opinion that the report 
of the Commission was open to grave objection, as it 
stated that the commissioners could not on the merits of 
the case recommend compensation in the case of com- 
pulsory seizure of tuberculous animals. While they 
agreed generally with the recommendations for promot- 
ing the substitution of public in place of private 
slaughter-houses, and the inspection ot meat at such 
slaughter-honses, and on many other points, they con- 
sidered that the failure of the Commission to deal satis- 
factorily with the fundamental question of compensation 


Accept my best thanks for your generous support affected their recommendations as a whole, and made 


at the recent election. J will do all I can to deserve 


your confidence. 


I also heartily thank you, Mr. Editor, for giving 


them unworkable. Mr. St. John Ackers said that every 
chamber of agriculture which had reported upon the 
matter was favourable to the principle of compensation 
wnd of opinion that the report of the Royal Commission 


me the use of you r columns.—Your obedient servant | could not be carried out unless such compensation were 


J. Fraser. 
St. Albans, June 6th, 1898. 
Roya Society 


FOR THE 
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 


DOCKING HORSES. 


Notice is hereby given that proceedings will be taken 
against any person or persons who shall illtreat, abuse, 
or torture any horse by cutting off, or causing to be cut 
off, a portion of its tail, for the mistaken object of “im- 
proving” its appearance. Convictions have been ob- 
tained at several Courts for this offence. Sir James 
Ingham has stated that “ Docking,” except when _per- 
formed to cure disease, is a cruel operation and within 
the decision of the Supreme Court of Juricature, (Mur- 
phy v. Manning)—to the effect, that it is an offence 
under 12 and 13 Vic., ch. 92, cruelly to mutilate animals 
for the purpose of conforming to the customs of fashion. 
All persons found guilty, whether Veterinary Surgeons 
or not, are liable to a fine of £5 and costs; or, instead 
of a pecuniary fine, to three months imprisonment and 
costs, at the option of the Bench. 

Joun CoLam, Seeretary. 

105 Jermyn Street, St. James’s, London, SW. 


Cattle Disease in East Africa. 


Dr. R. Koch, the eminent bacteriologist has been con- 
sulted by the East African Protectorate as to preventive 
measures against rinderpest, which is supposed to be 
again rampant in the interior. — Dr. Macdonald, the 
1) medical officer, and Veterinary-Captain Haslam, 

.D., have visited Zanzibar to represent the protectorate 
on this and other infectious diseases. In order to attempt 
to stay the epidemic, the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs has placed the services of Dr. Haslam at the dis- 

1 of the Consul-General, Sir A. Hardinge, as it Is 
eared the extension of the disease among the Masai 
herds may lead tc raids and inter-tribal conflicts. Dr. 


given from Imperial funds. 
Mr. Row.Lanpson (Darlington) seconded the motion. 


Mr. CHANNING, M.P., moved as an amendment,— 
“That this council, while holding that the question of 
compensation must be considered in any administrative 
measures which call for compensation, expresses its con- 
currence in the recommendations of the Royal Commis- 
sion on Tuberculusis, and especially in the reeommenda- 
tion that tuberculin and the services of veterinary sur- 
geons for applying the test should be gratuitously pro- 
vided by the Treasury, and is of opinion that this pro- 
vision should be made during the present Session 
of Parliament.” 


Mr. Lioyp seconded the amendment, which, after dis- 
cussion, was negatived.—7'he Times. 


FIVE HUNTERS POISONED BY ARSENIC AT 
HARTFORD. 


The police are engaged in investigations respecting the 
mysterious death by poisoning of five valuable young, 
thoroughbred hunters belenging to Mr. Gustav Jarmay 
of Hartford, Northwich. On entering the stable on 
Monday morning, the groom found a chestnut four-year- 
old, which was being broken to harness, lying dead on 
| the floor. There were no marks on the body, but he 
suspected that it had been struck by lightning during 
‘the storm of Sunday night. Mr. Darwell, veterinary 
‘surgeon, however, saw the dead animal, and expressed 
himself as satisfied that death had not occurred in the 
“manner suggested. The body was removed to the 
kennels, and arrangements were made fora post-mortem. 
|The same afternoon the groom took out for exercise a 
| chestnut three-year-old. It appeared to move sluggishly, 
_and, as he had occasion to call at the veterinary surgeon's, 
he requested the assistant to examine It, rhis was 
‘done, and the assistant was convineed that the horse 
was dying. The unfortunate animal was placed in Mr. 
'Darwell’s stable and the fears entertained proved only 
too well founded, for the horse quickly sank and died. 
| Both these animals, it appeared, had been out to grass, 


Haslam will proceed to the seat of disease and direct | and it was imagined that they had eaten something in 


preventive measures. 


the field. But th’s theory was effectually quashed on 


ions 
ent. | 
n if 
esire 
1 we 
ours 
or. 
ol | 
| 
__ | 
l 
| | 
| 
) } 
) | 
) | 
) 
) 
0 
urs: 
he 
ing 
lly, 


724 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fune 11, 1898 


the following day (Tuesday) for two other animals, one a 
bay yearling and the other a black two-year-old, neither 
of which had been out tuo grass, were found to be 
dangerously ill. Mr. Darwell was summoned, and did 
all in his power for the poor creatures. His eiforts were 
unavailing, and both died before the day was out. 
Meanwhile Mr. J. M. Blades and another analyst were 
busily engaged in examining the contents of the dead 
horses’ stomachs. On Wednesday their investigations 
revealed the undoubted fact that all the animals had 
taken considerable quantities of arsenic into the system. 
A fifth horse, a bay yearling, was attacked, and _necessi- 
tated the constant attention of both Mr. Darwell and his 
assistant throughout Wednesday. When the presence of 
arsenic was discovered in the bodies of the dead horses, 
the proper arsenic antidote was given to the fifth horse. 
It was, however, too late, and the animal gradually sank 
and died about midnight. It has transpired that all the 
animals which have succumbed had partaken of a par- 
ticular boiling of corn, but that others which had eaten 
of corn out of the same bin are unaffected. As we have 
said, the post-mortem examination revealed the presence 
of an extraordinary quantity of arsenic in the boiled 
corn and the horse’s system. Whether the poison has 


directly in the diminution of fluke disease in man and 
live stock. As certain of these animal parasites are 
capable of bringing about in meat pathological appear- 
ances which may at first sight be mistaken for tuber- 
culosis this furnishes an additional reason for the ade- 
quate instruction of meat inspectors. 

Amongst the general methods for the prevention of 
parasitic diseases precedence is given to the segregation 
of slaughter-houses. Every such house is regarded as a 
centre of infection for the surrounding neighbourhood, 
nut only of diseases caused by animal parasites, but also 
of such diseases as hog-cholera, swine plague, and tuber- 
culosis. By compelling the butchers of a towA to do all 
their slaughtering at one place the risk of spreading 
disease is minimised. The sanitary supervision of 
slaughter houses is next advocated, the work to be en- 
trusted tu acompetent veterinary inspector. In small 
towns, where the offal is not sufficient in quantity to pay 
for preparing it as a fertilizer, there would seem to be 
no valid sanitary objection to feeding the offal of healthy 
cattle and sheep to swine, but swine offal should never 
be fed to other pigs until it has first been thoroughly 
cooked. There should be regular inspection, by a quali- 
tied veterinarian, of all meats before they are allowed to 


leave the slaughter-house. The rigid exclusion of dogs 
would prevent the spread of a number of dangerous 
a sensation in hunting circles, and much sympathy is felt rasites ; rats, again, are active agents in disseminat- 
with Mr. Jarmay in the loss he has sustained. ing disease from slaughter-houses. The raising of hogs 
+H and other animals at slaughter-houses is a practice 
which cannot be too severely condemned. The treat- 


been administered accidentally or intentionally remains 
for the police to prove. Naturally, the case has created 


THE INSPECTION OF MEATS FOR ANIMAL 
PARASITES. 


A copiously-illustrated treatise of high practical value 
has been prepared by the Bureau of Animal Industry of 
the United States Department of Agriculture, under 
the direction of Dr. Salmon, chief of the bureau. It 
deals primurily with the parasitic entozoa that infest the 
bodies of animals—-cattle, sheep, swine—used for food 
by man ; and, in the second place, it is competent to 
serve as a guide to stock-breeders and to those who are 
engaged in the prosecution of sanitary work. The main 
portion of the volume relates to the flukes and _tape- 
worms of cattle, sheep, and swine, with special reference 
to the inspection of meats. The more important facts 
relating to the flukes and tapeworms which inspectors 
are likely to tind in abbatoirs and slaughter-houses are 
here passed under review. Since certain bladder-worms 
—such as the beef measle, Cysticercus bovis, and the 
pork measle, C'ysticercis cellulose—are directly trans- 
missible to man through the use of meat a knowledge of 
these parasites should enable inspectors to prevent the 
spread of the tapeworm stage of these organisms among 
human beings by condemning the infested meat, or by 
subjecting it to processes that would render it harmless. 
The rigid system of meat inspection pursued in Germany 
has resulted in an actual decrease of tapeworn: disease in 
man and of the frequency of Cysticercus cellulose in the 
human eye. Condemnation and destruction of organs 
infested with certain other parasites—the hydatid Echi- 
nococcus, the gid bladder-worm, Cenurus, and the long- 
necked bladder-worm, Cysticercus tenuicollis—would 

revent the spread of these organisms in their alternat- 
ing tapeworm stage to dogs, and by that means prevent 
the reinfection of man and of domesticated animals. In 
this case prevention of tapeworm disease in dogs, though 
of comparatively little importance so far as the dogs are 
concerned, becomes vastly important, not only in public 
hygiene, but also from an economic point of view in 
preventing financial losses to stock-raisers from disease 
and death in their flocks and herds. The destruction of 
livers heavily infested with fluke would also result in- 


why ment of cattle, sheep, and swine suffering from parasitic 


worm disease is summed up"in two general rules—(1) the 
treatment for the larval tapeworms and the liver flukes 
must be preventive, as no known medicinal treatment is 
satisfactory ; (2) the treatment for the adult tapeworms 
and the intestinal flukes should be medicinal, as this is 
effective, and, the life-history of most of these organisms 
being still problematical, there are no reliable data upon 
which to base preventive measures. 

The disposal of condemned meats is a matter of high 
practical importance. Destruction by burial or burning 
1s opposed as causing unnecessary loss. The methods 
favoured are (1) utilization as fertilizer ; (2) rendering 
the meats harmless by cold storage, cooking, or preser- 
ving, and then placing them upon the market ; (3) selling 
the meats under a declaration of their character. As to 
the first-named, there is no parasitic disease known 
which will withstand the temperature used at the large 
abattoirs in the preparation of fertilizers. With regard 
to cold storage, experiment shows that such a parasite as 
Cysticercus bovis dies about two or three weeks after 
the death of its host. Three weeks of cold storage would 
therefore render a light infection of this kind absolutely 
harmless, and the meat could safely be placed on the 
block. In the case of the disease known as pork measles 
the parasites live for a month or longer, so that more 
care would be necessary in dealing with it. Many 
American abattoirs tank certain meats of inferior quality 
for the purpose of canning. The heat employed is not 
so great as that used in tanking for fertilizers, but, as 
Cysticercus bovis cannot survive a temperature of 104 
deg. F. for five minutes, and as the meats tanked for 
canning are thoroughly cooked, it is claimed that a light 
case of beef measles would be rendered perfectly harm- 
less by the cooking preparatory to canning. In the case 
of trichinosis, again, the parasite cannot withstand a 
temperature of 158 deg. F., so that if trichinous pork is 
cooked until the whole of it has reached this tempera- 
ture and acquired a light grey colour the disease is ren- 
dered non-transmissible toman. As regards salting, the 
parasite of beef measles is killed in 24 hours by the 
action of salt solution, and in no case has the parasite 
of trichinosis been found to withstand immersion for 
four months in the pickling vats. In both cases it has 
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to be remembered that some time must elapse before the 
salt can thoroughly permeate the tissue, and that 
large pieces of meat require longer immersion than smal] 
ones. 

Hydatid disease receives special attention in this 
work, which is undoubtedly the most complete of its 
kind in the English language, upon the preparation of 
which, moreover, Dr. C. Wardell Stiles has evidently 
spared no trouble. Hydatids represent the alternating 
larval or bladderworm stage of one of the commonest 
tapeworms. Up to the present time hydatid disease is 
comparatively rare in the United States, and it is hoped 
that by the exercise of proper precautions at the abat- 
toirs and slaughterhouses the dangerous parasite may be 
totally eradicated from the country. Unless, however, 
such steps are speedily taken it is probable that the 
United States will in time take its place with Iceland, 
Germany, and Australia in respect to the number of 
human lives sacrificed to a disease which sv far has 
gained little foothold in North America, and can at pre- 
sent be easily controlled. The 124 illustrations, many of 
them original, are admirable. Among the more striking 
are those of the liver fluke, the lancet fluke, the human 
blood fluke, ox tongue infested with beef measle, the 
tapeworm of beef measle, pork infested with pork measle 
the bladder-worm of pork measle, lamb’s liver infested 
by the marginate tapeworm, sheep’s brain infested with 
gid bladder-worm, and hog’s liver infested with Hchino- 
coccus hydatid.— The Times. 


British and Colonial Horseshoe Company. 


The annual meeting of the shareholders of the Com- 

ny was held at the offices, 3, Billiter Buildings, Lon- 

on, E.C., on Wednesday, June Ist, 1898. C. W. Mug- 
gleton, Esq., in the chair. 

The SecrETARY having read the notice convening the 
meeting and the accounts and balance sheet to 31st 
March, 1898. 

The CHAIRMAN remarked, at our last annual meeting, 
I had the pleasure of assuring you of the forward move- 
ment this company had then entered upon, and to-day 
it is my pleasure to place before you clear evidence 
that all the promises made in the prospectus of the 
company, and all the hopes held out from time to time 
by your directors have been fully realised. We have had 
a hard battle to fight, and our progress at first slow, has 
been sure, and to-day we do not consider there is a 
concern in our line, in the country, that can equal us in 


the turnover of the company. 
» gentlemen, is undoubtedly due to the careful 
management and minute attention given by our manag- 
ing director and superintendent of works to ever 
Interest of the company. 
turnover is to a great extent due to 

a exertions of the seeretary, and to his better 
personal acquaintance with the various buyers of the 
| export houses in London, his energy is ever tor the wel- 
In fact our staff and workmen 

omplete har 4 the 
armony and for the progress of 

I think, gentlemen, there remains one more point 

only, that is 1 recommend your acceptance of dividends 
of 6 per cent. on the preference and 10 per cent. on the 
ordinary paid up capital of the company, free of income 
| tax, and as set forth in the report of your directors which 
' you have before you. 
Mr. J. Byrorp, Junk., in moving the adoption of the 
| — and balance sheet as read, said there could be 
ittle to add to the remarks oi the Chairman, the 
wccounts themselves heing suflicient evidence of the 
soundness of the company’s financial standing and the 
ability to earn good dividends. 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. MUGGLETON proposed, seconded by Mr. J. ©. 
Riddall, the re-election of Mr. W. A. Perry, retiring 
director. Carried. 

The CHarrMAN regretted that it was his painful duty 
to notify the meeting of the death of W. B. Horseman, 
Esq., who was nominated for re-election to the Board 
(being the other director retiring in accordance with the 
articles of association). A unanimous vote of condolence 
was sent by the meeting to the relatives of Mr. Horse- 
man. 

Mr. MuGGueton then proposed the election of Mr. J. 
F. Richardson to fill the vacant seat on the Board of 
Directors. 

Mr. Rippau seconded.—-Carried. 

Mr. Perry and Mr. J. F. Richardson replying in sui- 
table terms, thanked those present for the confidence 
placed in them. 

Mr. H. W. Caron proposed the re-election of the. 
auditors of the company, Messrs. Alabaster, Stray, and 
Hawkins. 

Mr. Mumrorp seconded,— Carried. 

Mr. Mumrorp proposed a vote of thanks to the Chair- 
man, and the Board of Directors for the successful way 
the affairs of the company had been managed, and for 
the explicitness and details they were ever ready to 
give enquiring shareholders. Mr. J.C. Riddall seconded. 


the quality and general efficiency of our manufactures, 
nor 1n our ability to earn respectable dividends. 

The Chairman then referred at length to the Home, | 
Foreign, and Colonial extensions during the past year, 
and prospective arrangements of the coming year, and 
continued :—We are now contractors to the british as 
well as several foreign governments, our efforts for this 
special work having met with great success. In order 
to meet the enormous increase in our sales—which you 
will notice from the accounts, amount to no less than 
£6,201 14s. 4d. increase on last year, equal to 81# per 
cent.—it has of course been necessary for us to make 
many additions and extensions, both in our manutfac- 
turing and warehouse premises, and our plant and 
machinery, and there is but little doubt that further 


In the opinion of your directors a liberal a 
has been made in the amounts written off to the depre- 
ciation of plant etc., and to a bad debt reserve, and a 
most satisfactory balance is still able to be carried for- 
ward. It will also be noticed in comparing the present 
items of expenses of the year with those of last, that in 
almost every instance a reduction has been made, as 


Carried. 


Cruelty to a Dying Horse. 


At Greenwich Police Court, Henry Davenport, 19, 
labourer, was charged with cruelty toa horse ; and James 
Ballard, of Creek Road, Deptford, contractor, was sum- 
moned for causing the horse to be illtreated. Mr. 
Holmes Mess attended for Ballard, and submitted that 
at the time the horse was stopped by a constable it was 
not the property of Ballard, who sold it to a firm of 
slaughterers in the Borough, and that Davenport, who 
was in their employ, took the horse away. Mr. Kennedy 
discharged Davenport, who entered the witness box and 
said he received the horse from a horsekeeper named 
Lake, but as he was leaving Ballard came upand followed 
the horse some distance to see how it went. Mr. Wooff, 
veterinary surgeon, said the horse had double pneu- 
monia, and was quite unfit to travel. Mr. Kennedy 
held that Ballard was responsible for letting the horse go 
out, and sentenced him to a month's hard labour. Mr. 
Holmes Moss gave notice of appeal.—7'he Times. 
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Fune 11, 1898 


THE ANNUAL VETERINARY REPORT. 


Earlier than for some years past this report makes 
its appearance, still under the pedantic and mislead- 
ing title—‘* Annual Reports of Proceedings under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts, the Markets and Fairs 
(weighing of cattle) Acts, etc., for the year 1897.” 
Of course the motive behind this long rigmarole is 


- the old one of belittleing the veterinary department 


by endeavouring to suggest that something more than 
diseases of animals finds occupation for the secre- 
taries and assistant secretaries crowded into the 
Board of Agriculture. No one is deceived. The 
wrongfulness of the title has been pointed out by The 
Times and by the agricultural press, but as an altera- 
tion would be a confession of error, no alteration is 
made. 

In addition to the usual statistical tables there are 
68 pages of report. Of these 33 are by the Chief 
Veterinary Officer and 35 by the Assistant Secretary. 
All that is not ‘ veterinary ’’ is disposed of in 3 pages 
referring to the Markets and Fairs Acts. 

Mr. Cope’s report is chiefly devoted to pleuro-pneu- 
monia. Of this disease he gives a short history, 
explains its etiology and symptoms, its pathology and 
morbid anatomy. All this he does without reference 
to one single British veterinarian, although he quotes 
largely from two medical men who have done some 
work on the subject. Now Simonds, Brown, Gam- 
gee, Walley, and McFadyean are generally believed 
to have added to our knowledge of this disease, and it 
is at least not gracious to have overlooked their work. 
What Gerald Yeo thought of pleuro-pneumonia in 
1878 is good enough history, but before that date 
and since veterinarians have contributed knowledge 
of more importance than anything he did. 

Mr. Cope’s article is interesting and, now that the 
plague is extinct in the kingdom, may be of use to 
those who have never seen the disease. A number 
of ‘beautiful coloured drawings illustrate the subject, 
but we must draw attention to Plate VI on page 31, 
which is likely to mislead. It fairly represents what 
is known as ‘Canadian lung’”’ but was never yet 
seen in ‘‘ Pleuro”’ as developed in this country or as 
described by any authority in other countries. Its 
uniform tint at once shows that it is not contagious 
pleuro-pneumonia. 

Foot-and-Mouth disease is shortly referred to but 
no case has been seen in Britain since 1894. 

The Swine-fever section of the report is most un- 
fortunate. Referring as it does to 1897, but not 
appearing till May, 1898, we are able to note that its 
claim for success in the control of this disease was 
premature. Says the Chief Veterinary Officer— It 
is gratifying to be able to report that there has not 
only been a very considerable decrease in the total 
number of cases during 1897, but that the decrease 
which really commenced in the latter half of 1896 
has gradually and regularly continned from that 
period to the close of the year 1897.” The assistant 
secretary is more cautious in his report. He says— 
‘‘ During the last two years there has been a steady 

decrease in the number of outbreaks in almost every 
county in Great Britain in which the disease has 


during that period been at all prevalent, and in some 
cases the decrease has been very satisfactory.” 

Both the Chief Veterinary Officer and the Assistant 
Secretary are agreed on what is necessary to control 
the spread of swine-fever. Mr. Cope’s words are—* It 
is evident, therefore, that by the application of 
measures which have the effect of preventing the 
movement of diseased or infected pigs, and their sale 
in markets and sale yards, combined with slaughter 
of all diseased pigs, swine-fever can be checked, 
assuming that such measures are rigorously ghforced.”’ 

Major Tennant writes—‘‘It appears, therefore, 
from the general history of the disease and from 
particulars of individual outbreaks that the imposition 
of restrictions on movement and sales of swine in all 
parts of the country in which there is any reason to 
suspect that centres of disease may exist is essential 
to success.” 

This recognition of the means by which the great- 
est control over swine-fever may be obtained is 
apparently more of a pious opinion for use in reports 
than a practical conviction upon which measures are 
to be based. The Board of Agriculture has for more 
than four years taken into its own hands the stamp- 
ing out of swine-fever. During this time 800,000 
pigs have been slaughtered and half a million of the 
taxpayers’ money has been expended. For some 
years, before the Board took over the sole charge, we 
had an average of 65 counties infected. In 1897 
there were 74. The number of outbreaks in 1887 
were 7,238, in 1895 there 6,305, and in 1897 only 
2,155. Since December last the disease has again 
increased and the number of outbreaks recorded 
weekly shows that very little progress towards success 
has been made by the Board. In the March number 
of The Journal of Comparative Pathology is an editorial 
article from which we take the following extracts :— 

‘* A clue to the serious recrudescence of the disease 
may perhaps be found in the fact that, while in the 
month of February last outbreaks occurred in no 
fewer than 36 counties, the provisions of the Infected 
Areas Orders were in force in only 11 districts, and 
those of the Suspected Zones Order in only 4.”’ 

The officers of the Board recognise the absolute 
necessity for regulating movement of swine but neg- 
lect to apply the essential orders! Too well earned 
is the concluding paragraph of the editorial article 
referred to. It is—‘‘ The Board will justly be held 
to have squandered an immense sum of money unless 
it succeeds in stamping out the disease in the near 
future, for the reduction of the outbreaks to fifty in 
the week would be an utterly inadequate recompense 
for the sacrifices that have already been made. The 
task is difficult, but if the same foresight in devising 
measures and firmness in carrying them out which 
the Board has employed in dealing with rabies had 
been employed against swine-fever, that disease 
would before this have been eradicated.”’ 

The other diseases referred to in the report are 
Rabies, Glanders, and Sheep-scab. Only in the 
statistical tables is any information about Anthrax, 
although this disease was found in 67 counties and 
killed nearly 1000 animals. 

As regard rabies the Board deserves great credit for 


good measures well carried out. A really brilliant 
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success has attended _Mr. Walter Long’s campaign | a committee of medical practitioners in Leeds, signed l 
against rabies, and this may be accepted as an indica- | 138 persons suggesting that the General ‘Co . it mi cht 
tion of the value and prudence of doing a thing | modify its recent action in regard na caeeiiael a 
thoroughly. | ants in view of the fact of the difficulty which is being 
Half measures cause as much irritation and ob. experienced in obtaining the services of a sufticient 
struction as full ones, but fail to attain their end. If. — of qualitied assistants.— From Mr. 'T. V. de 
other diseases of animals were tackled in the same that he is unable at the present 
thorough manner as rabies our British stock would | through friends Wie 
soon be the only animals in the world free from con- a registered practitioner, MLR Cs Eng, 1008" L xe th 
tagious disease. This position is worth working for Lond., 1893, on behalf of his father, age 63, who all his 
and is within reach of practical accomplishment. ’ | life has been engaged in medical work, having been 
Glanders has increased by 235 cases. Some of | apprenticed in 1840, and who was prevented from 
these have been detected by mallein, an agent for | 
which the report has a good word, but which the | rag 
Board refuse to allow Local Authorities to use as it | his father in a eben a cn apt gpg a. 
should be used. ‘At the present time” says the | ant, but now finds himself in the ainful pusition of wd 
Chief Veterinary Officer “ mallein is accepted by all | ing no longer able to thus assist his father, and, owing 
veterinarians as a thoroughly reliable aid to diagno- | ‘” the increased expense of engaging someone else, to 
sis in occult cases of glanders, but until the horse- terminate the career of a brother whom he has been sup- 
value, it is hardly to be expected that they will con- | in consequence of the resolution of the Counci ne ned 
sent to have their horses slaughtered so long as they | permission to be allowed to continue his work. | He was 
can perform their regular work and present no exter- | apprenticed to a medical man in Acerington, and went 
nal evidence of disease, simply because their animals | *hrough a regular course of study at University College, 
have reacted to mallein, unless they receive their London, but, owing to family circumstances, was unable 


full value.” Mr. Cope is curiously in error as to the to go up for the examination. He has assisted in one prac- 
on ty hich tice for thirty-five years, and can produce testimonials as 
, S to the measures WAICA | to his efficiency.—From Samuel Whitaker, aged 39, son 


should follow reaction to mallein. Separation of of a late medical practitioner, seeking permission to con- 
‘reactors ’’ would be no hardship, and slaughter is | tinue his employment. His hospital course at Guy's was 
unnecessary. The Board meantime do nothing for | interrupted after two or three years by illness, for which 
horseowners, but are trying some experiments with he was sent abroad. On his return he completed his 
mallein—on which a special report is promised. course but, funds failing him, was unable to go up for 


h . . , s examination, and since then has been acting as an assis- 
Sheep scab is noticed in the report of the assistant | tant. — From W. P. Thomas, aged 40, who has acted as 


secretary who wary ably marshalls all the difficulties an assistant for twenty-two years to leading practitioners 
of doing anything more than is now done. What is! jn Wales, desiring permission, in order that he may sup- 
required is that all infected flocks shall be dipped. | port a wife and family, to commence business as a 
Local Authorities neglect to enforce the law and the | chemist, or be allowed te pass an easy Final Examina- 
Board of Agriculture fail to use their powers to make tion.—A letter from the Secretary of the Committee al 
defaulting authorities do their duty. Medical | in committee 
The report can be purchased for 2s. }d., and every 
veterinary surgeon should order it. The coloured 
plates of pleuro-pneumonia are worth all the money, Personal. 
and the statistic information should be at the com- nniane 
mand of every practitioner who desires to be up to} My, Warrer C. Prupames, M.R.C.V.S., of Berkham- 
date as to the prevalence of animal diseases. sted, who has fulfilled a twelve and three additional 
| months engagement with the Colonial Veterinary 
ary letter from that body ; also a handsome silver 
UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. oh from the farmers od aia resident in the neigh- 
bourhood of Murraysburg, — he has been or 
the latter part of the time. This was presented by a 
So member of the Cape Town Parliament at a public meet- 
7 : 1 ing called for that purpose, as a recognition of his hav- 
of Me. Teale, seconded by Mr. Brown, at a recent ogo ion suecessfully combatted rinderpest by means of the 
ng of he General Cnt of mental 3 
he Council : The value of this testimonial is increased by the fac 
. eset 339 registered medical practitioners residing in that the subscribers were principally Dutch farmers. 
various districts, desiring that special examinations | = 
should be held during the present year for unqualified | 
assistants who have gone through a complete medical | Provision for a Dog. 
curriculum, and are over 40 years of age.—From the! yf, Joseph Barmingham Miller, of Chester, who died 
Mayor of Wisbech, forwarding a petition, stated to be} on the 17th March last, aged eighty-eight years, devised 
signed by 3,449 persons, praying that Mr. Henry Thorns | 4), Joseph Edward Payne £4,000, in lien of an annuity of 
may be reinstated in his position as an unqualified assist- | 159 and besides, an annuity of £19 during the lite of 
ant.—From Mr. B. E. Reeves, late an unqualified assist- | th. testator’s dog Crack, bequeathed to him by the will. 
ant, seeking permission to continue the practice of mid-| ~~ The Chester Courant. 


wifery under the supervision of his late principal.—From 


8 

yme 

ant 

trol 

It 

of 

the 

sale 

ced, 

d.”” 

ore, 

“om 

tion 

all 

n to 

tial 

pat- 

is 

orts 

are 

10re 

mp- 

000 

the 

ome 

we 

897 

887 

nly 

rain 

ded 

cess 

rial 

ase 

the 
no 

sted 

and 

lute 

ned 

icle 

eld 

less 

ear 

yin 

nse 

[he 

ing 

‘ich 

nad 

ase 

are 

the 

ax, 

und 

for | 

ant | 


. 


728 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


June 11, 1898 


NEW ASEPTIC CABINET. 


The above illustration represents a new and cheap 
form of cabinet, which has been made by Messrs. 
Arnold & Sons, of West Smithfield, at such a price 
as will come within the reach of every general practi- 
tioner. It is made entirely of iron enamelled white, 
with 41-inch polished plate glass top, back, sides and 
door with two plate glass shelves, polished edges, 
made in two sizes 18 x 14 x 8, 35/-; and 24 x 18 
x 11, 55/-. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, 


In his final despatch to the Government of India 

iving details of the events on the north-western frontier 

tween January 27 and April 4, General Sir William 
Lockhart writes :— 

“ Since the publication of my previous despatches the 
undermentioned officers, whose names were omitted in 
the first instance, have been specially recommended for 
their good services by the general officers concerned : 


Vet.-Captain A. E. Richardson, A.V.D. 


THE NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 
AND THE LEEDS MEETING. 


The Hon. Sec. of the Provisional Committee of the 
above Association wishes to remind those gentlemen who 
have so kindly arranged to write papers for the August 
meeting. that the papers are to be forwarded to 4 Wade 
Lane, Leeds, by July 1st in order that they may be at 
once placed in the hands of the printers. 

F. Somers, Hon. Sec. 

Leeds. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters 
worth bringing under the notice of the profession, and 
thankful to any friends who may send us cuttings from 
local papers, containing facts of interest. 

It is unnecessary to send the whole of a newspaper when, 
as is usually the case, only a short extract ‘s available. In 
such cases it is preferable to send only the page containing 
the extract, rather than the whole of the paper or a small 
cutting from it. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


THE ELECTION AND ADVERTISING. 


Dear Sir, 

I feel very much interested in Nemo’s letter on the 
above subject in your last edition, because I believe it 
will find an echo in a great many veterinary surgeons’ 
minds throughout the country, and it is a subject to 
which the young practitioner cannot pay too much atten- 
tion, and | think that were any veterinary syfgeon who 
is desirous of becoming a Councilman at our next elec- 
tion only to pledge himself to do his best to make the re- 
strictions against advertising a little less severe for us he 
would not have much difficulty in being returned at the 
head of the poll. If I had as much spare money as I 
have spare time, I would offer myself as a candidate 
without fear of being defeated. 

Now, sir, I make cattle drinks, colic drinks, horse balls, 
liniments, etc., and I am certain that my cattle drinks 
are far superior to anybody else’s cattle drinks, the same 
may be said of my colic drinks, horse balls, vg me 
etc., in fact anything that I make, therefore why shoul 
I sit in my surgery surrounded by all these good things 
waiting for someone to come and find out their virtues, 
when there is such a ready means of informing the public 
of their whereabouts. 

But we are told by our betters that advertising is de- 
grading to the profession, that it is not respectable re- 
spectability forsooth. We all know that money will not 
make a man respectable, but we also know that it will 
goa long way towards making him appear so, and to 
help him to maintain that appearance hich is in itself 
a great aid to success, and I consider it to be far more 
respectable for us to advertise, if by so doing we can 
benefit ourselves, our families, and last, but not least, 
our hard working, underpaid, qualified assistant, instead 
of attempting to mention the -so-called dignity of the 
profession, as Mr. Upton so aptly described it a week or 
two ago a bare mechanics wage, especially when the 

uack doctor and medicine vendor are literally taking 
the bread out of our mouths, and the shoes from under 
our feet, leaving us often without sufficient money saved 
to enable us to educate our sons at College, so that they 
may heip us in our old age, and eventually succeed us in 
a work for which we have striven so hard. Yes—there 
he stands, the advertising medicine vendor, in his shop 
with his hands in his pockets, smiling as he watches us 
drive by in the rain with an ill-fed, ill-groomed pony, 
and a trap and harness that has seen better days many, 
many years ago, and he laughs aloud as he says to him- 
self “Ha, ha, ha, there goes dignity.” Oh yes, I like 
dignity, but let us have it a little cheaper please. [I in- 
tend to advertise, and I don’t care who knows it, the 
more the better ; and if the young practitioner working 
so hard in the uphill fight, the assistant desirous of 
starting for himself, and the young assistant, working 
for a mere pittance, will only combine together, we can 
not only send one but two or three men into the Council 
chamber to carry out our wishes, so should any ambitious 
member of our profession, holding similar views to my 
own, wish for a seat at the Board, let him come forward 
and state his views and he will have the hearty support 
of yours truly, — 


Communications, Books, AND RECEIVED :—Col. 
C. Clayton, Messrs. E. P. Owen, G. Mayall, D. Young, 
A. W. Mason, R. Rutherford, J. Fraser, B. Eggleton, 
H. Bidlake. The North Star. 


Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 


Road, 8.W. 
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